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Using FHIR in a meaningful way requires an implementation 

guide (IG) that provides technical details (profiles, extensions, 

value sets, examples, etc.) as well as prose, graphics and 

workflows that specify how FHIR should be applied. Many 

FHIR developers find creating IGs difficult and slow. 

FHIR Shorthand (FSH) addresses the FHIR community’s need for a fast, 

scalable method for creation and maintenance of Implementation Guides. 

Using FSH, an IG is developed by making short, understandable text 

statements that closely reflect the author’s intent. With two quick 

commands, those statements can be transformed into a full IG. 

Because it is text-based, FHIR Shorthand brings a degree of editing agility 

not found in graphical tools. FSH is ideal for distributed development under 

source code control, providing meaningful version-to-version differentials, 

support for merging and conflict resolution, and nimble refactoring. These 

features allow FSH to scale in ways that other approaches cannot. To top it 

off, you can use any text editor to create Shorthand. 

FHIR Shorthand software is free and open source. The language 

specification is on track to become part of the FHIR standard, helping to 

future-proof the approach. 

For information about FHIR Shorthand, scan the QR codes.  

“FSH has legs”    
- Grahame Grieve, FHIR Product Director 

“An immensely useful project”  
- Richard Kavanagh, Product Manager for Interoperability, 

Graphnet Health, Board Member HL7 UK and INTEROPen 

“FSH is a joy” 

- David Hay, “Hay on FHIR” blog 

 

“The ability to create 

implementation guides, 

value sets, code 

systems, any sample 

resource you might 

ever want in this 

simple language is 

simply fantastic.” 

- Keith Boone, Informatics Adept 

at Audacious Inquiry 

 
MITRE’s mission-driven teams are 

dedicated to solving problems for 

a safer world. Through our public-

private partnerships and federally 

funded R&D centers, we work across 

government and in partnership with 

industry to tackle challenges to the 

safety, stability, and well-being of 

our nation.  


