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The Value Set Authority Center (VSAC) is provided by the National Library of Medicine 
(NLM), in collaboration with the Office of the National Coordinator for Health 
Information Technology and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. 

The VSAC provides downloadable access to all official versions of vocabulary value sets 
contained in the electronic Clinical Quality Measures (eCQMs) and other programs 
such as HL7 C-CDA. Each value set consists of the numerical values (codes) and human-
readable names (terms), drawn from standard vocabularies such as SNOMED CT® , 
RxNorm, LOINC and ICD-10-CM, which are used to define clinical concepts used in 
clinical quality measures (e.g., patients with diabetes, clinical visit). 

The content of the VSAC will gradually expand to incorporate value sets for other use 
cases, as well as for new measures and updates to existing measures. 

The Value Set Authority Center (VSAC) currently serves as the authority and central 
repository for the official versions of value sets that support electronic Clinical Quality 
Measures (eCQMs) and currently for HL7 C-CDA value sets. The VSAC provides search, 
retrieval and download capabilities through a Web interface and APIs. The VSAC 
provides authoring and validation tools for creating new and revising published value 
sets. 
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Lots of help documentation including links to video tutorials for authoring. 
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The two non-author UI tabs allow searching and downloading of packaged value set 
releases for programs. The lower section has pre-programmed search for the particular 
use case.
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This is the download section, with the C-CDA set open.
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A comparison document for the last two C-CDA r2.1 releases is available from Dr. 
McClure
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Clicking on a search button below pre-populates the search criteria in the search tab
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C-CDA search
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Expansion of the first value set by clicking on the OID

13



Authors see two new tabs
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Author UI has two search sections and a section for organizing the content of a release 
package
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Search for Value sets autored by a steward with initial spelling of “HL7” which is mostly 
C-CDA value sets. Also sorted to see only published value sets.
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Clicking on one value set you can see the metadata
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Same value set with the enumerated (extensional definition type) definition of value 
set members

18



A different value set that is defined by including other value sets: a Grouping value set. 
This one groups the last value set and another one. 
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To see the expansion of a grouping value set (really any value set) it is easiest to find 
the value set in the “Expansion” search UI of VSAC. This is the expansion for the last 
value set seen in the authoring UI.
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Click here to create a new value set (only can create extensional type at this time.)
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Once the metadata is entered, the value set content is entered in the “definition” tab, 
and expansion 
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